
 
 

There continues to be illegal dumping on all tribal lands, 
especially, Short Creek up by the old mill Site The tribe 
has to do the clean-up and pay the costs to do the clean-
up. 

If you see anyone dumping trash on Round Valley Tribal 
Lands please call the Tribal EPA office or Tribal Police 
Office with information. EPA Office-983-6960 or Tribal 

Police 272-0259. Both offices have phone messages on 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
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Virginia Bettega 

During the month of October my department acquired bins for 

garbage cleanups. We have placed 5-40yrd bins through the 

EPA Department. We have concerns about the bins being 

abused. Please, bins are placed for all tribal members and 

labeled for your use. We had to place a ñNo More Dumpingò 

sign because the bin was too full. I f you see the sign, please 

STOP! We will get another bin per our funding for people to 

utilize. Remember, if you separate your garbage it will be easier 

and a lot cheaper to dispose of.  We attended the annual EPA 

conference and learned a lot of great ideas for our next Earth 

Day! 
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Eloisa Britton 

 
Short Creek Upper Tank 

 
Upper Town Creek 

 

North Fork Mina Bridge 

 
Azbill Creek West Fork 

For the last three months I have taken field testing at least once a month on 

thirteen of the tribes’ water reserves. At each site I test for possible indicators 
which could pose for further testing. My monthly testing consists of: 
 
pH: This is a term used to indicate the alkalinity or acidity of a substance as ranked 
on a scale from 1.0 to 14.0. Acidity increases as the pH gets lower. The largest 

variety of aquatic animals prefer a range of 6.5-8.0. pH outside this range reduces 
the diversity in the stream because it stresses the physiological systems of most 
organisms and can reduce reproduction. 
 
Turbidity: Is the measure of water clarity how much the material suspended in 

water decreases the passage of light through the water. Suspended materials 
include soil particles clay, silt, and sand, algae, plankton, microbes, and other 
substances. Turbidity can also affect the color of the water. Higher turbidity 
increases water temperatures because suspended particles absorb more heat. This 
in turn, reduces the concentration of dissolved oxygen (DO) because warm water 

holds less DO than cold. Higher turbidity also reduces the amount of light 
penetrating the water, which reduces photosynthesis and the production of DO. 
Suspended materials can clog fish gills, reducing resistance to disease in fish, 
lowering growth rates, and affecting egg and larval development. As the particles 
settle, they can blanket the stream bottom, especially in slower waters, and 
smother fish eggs and benthic macroinvertebrates. Sources of turbidity include: 

¶ Soil erosion 

¶ Waste discharge 

¶ Urban runoff 

¶ Eroding stream 

¶ Large numbers of bottom feeders (such as carp), which stir up bottom 

sediments 
Dissolved Oxygen (DO): The stream system both produces and consumes oxygen. It 
gains oxygen from the atmosphere and from plants as a result of photosynthesis. 
Running water, because of its churning, dissolves more oxygen than still water, such 
as that in a reservoir behind a dam. Respiration by aquatic animals, decomposition, 
and various chemical reactions consume oxygen. Wastewater from sewage 

treatment plants often contains organic materials that are decomposed by 
microorganisms, which use oxygen in the process. Other sources of oxygen-
consuming waste include stormwater runoff from farmland or urban streets, 
feedlots, and failing septic systems. Oxygen is measured in its dissolved form as 
dissolved oxygen (DO). If more oxygen is consumed than is produced, dissolved 

oxygen levels decline and some sensitive animals may move away, weaken, or die. 
DO levels fluctuate seasonally and over a 24-hour period. They vary with water 
temperature and altitude. Cold water holds more oxygen than warm water and 
water holds less oxygen at higher altitudes. Aquatic animals are most vulnerable to 
lowered DO levels in the early morning on hot summer days when stream flows are 

low, water temperatures are high, and aquatic plants have not been producing 
oxygen since sunset. 
 
Water Temperature: Temperature is a critical water quality and environmental 
parameter because it governs the kinds and types of aquatic life, regulates the 

maximum dissolved oxygen concentration of the water, and influences the rate of 
chemical and biological reactions. The organisms within the ecosystem have 
preferred temperature regimes that change as a function of season, organism age or 
life stage, and other environmental factors.  With respect to chemical and 
biological reactions, the higher the water temperature the higher the rate of 

chemical and metabolic reactions.    Continued…. 
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Seasonal variations in stream temperature may be caused by changing air 
temperature, solar angle, meteorological events, and a number of physical 
aspects related to the stream and watershed. These physical features 

include stream origin, velocity, vegetation types and coverage, stream 
configuration, land-use, and percentage of impervious area. For example, 
a narrow, deep well-shaded shoreline reduces the impact of warming by 
the sun; whereas, a wide shallow stream would be more impacted by solar 
heating. In a warm water streams, the temperatures should not exceed 89 

degrees Fahrenheit. Cold water streams should not exceed 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Often summer heat can cause fish kills because high 
temperatures reduce available oxygen in the water. This is some 
education and awareness on what my 106 program does. The beauty of 
the creeks that lay on our lands is often overlooked and unappreciated. 
Next time you are out to our creeks take a look around observe and 

monitor what you see and how the creek has meaning to our culture and 
our lands. You see garbage near our creeks pick it up; dams left and wire 
along sides pull it out, any other unfamiliar objects coming in or out of the 
creeks contact EPA office at (707) 983-6960 or Natural Resources 
Department for Eloisa at (707) 983-8341. Tribal Police can also be reached 
at (707) 272-0259 

 Reference to my information can be seen on the epa.gov website. 

 

Baby Trout from North Fork 

 
Short Creek this past June 

The Tribal Environmental Department has been busy completing a new 
grant for our Water Pollution Control 106 program. The Non Point Source 

319 Grant was added to Clean Water Act (CWA) in 1987 to establish a 
national program to address nonpoint sources of water pollution. 
http://water.epa.gov 
 
This grant was completed and submitted to EPA for approval in August. 

Once approved a final determination letter will be emailed to our 
department. After approval and a budget is finalized we will use 319 to 
repair, build up, create channels and vegetate creek beds, as well as 
educate. 
 

Section 319 of the CWA authorizes EPA to award grants to eligible tribes for 
the purpose of assisting them in implementing the NPS Assessment and 
Management Plan. Our plan is contracted out and will be done by the last 
week of November. Once it is completed it will be available for public 
review at the EPA 106 Department in the Natural Resource Building. My 
goal is to apply for other grants such as soil, air and create jobs for 

members.  

 
Short Creek April 

 
Mill Creek May 

http://water.epa.gov/
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Justin Britton 

With our storage tanks staying full more consistently, we were able to perform hydrant 
flushing on both the Piner and Agency water systems. During the summer months we had no 
scheduled flushing so the first hydrant that is opened is usually the longest one to flush. At 
Piner the first hydrant selected was at a dead end and nearest to the transmission line from 
a storage tank. Three more hydrants were opened and flushed after that in consecutive 
order, which is called directional flushing. Gate valves were closed to isolate water lines so 
water could only come and go one direction when flushing. However, after flushing the 
fourth hydrant, the tank was lowered much more than I wanted it to, so we stopped for the 
day. The next day we completed the rest of the hydrants. Turbidity samples and 
disinfection levels were sampled and checked at selected hydrants to insure adequate 
treatment. The Agency piping inside the pump house was rearranged by Water Association 
this month. The previous pipe laid on the cement floor of the pump house and was 
constantly in jeopardy of freezing once winter arrived. Also, because of it being on the floor 
and being below our disinfection pump, air was always in our line, occasionally stopping the 
injection of our disinfectant. Now, the pipe has been fixed. An onsite inspection of our 
sewer lift stations wet well was performed. Staff looked over the integrity of each one of 
our wet well and its condition. With winter and rain arriving soon and as the ground water 
level rises, we will soon find leaks that need repair. Some leaks known from last year were 
located and sealed with epoxy. On the 15th of October electricity went off around 11:50 pm. 
The emergency generator was connected to the Main Lift Station and turned on. Electricity 
was restored around 5am that morning. To my knowledge there were no reports of any 
backup in our sewer system. Per our MOA with Indian Health Service, I have been working 
closely with Rural Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC) in providing information and 
data on all of our water and sewer assets. This includes feet of pipe-mains, lateral, service, 
pumps and there sizes, gate valves, hydrants, chemical feed pumps, and ect…. Once RCAC 
finishes the Asset Report, the tribe will work with IHS on an Asset Management Plan that 
will insure a quicker and easier way to obtain any assets we need for our systems. 
 
The following samples were taken this month: 
 

¶ Bacteriological samples were taken from all tribal water systems and delivered to 
the Laboratory. All results were negative. 

¶ Piner and Agency storage tanks were monitored almost daily to assure proper 
pressure and fire protection. 

¶ Disinfectant levels were taken at homes in the distribution of the tribes water 
systems. 

¶ Pump production, filter efficiency, disinfectant levels, mineral content (iron and 

manganese) and chemical 
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PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE ACCORDING TO CURRENT METALS MARKET 
 

(%) - Price paid depends on percentage of contamination/percentage of recovery 
 

ROUND VALLEY RECYCING  

Office: 707-983-8240    Fax: 707-983-8264 

76220 Commercial Street, Covelo 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 11:00am ï Friday 5:00pm 

Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Closed: Sunday and Monday 

MATERIAL                                           Clean Price (per lb)                     DIRTY PRICE (per lb) 
 
Auto Harness Wire     .60 
Auto Alternators/Generators        .15 
Mowers/Saw Engines         .10 
Electric Motors          .15 
Aluminum Auto Wheels    .40 
Aluminum Auto Bumpers    .30 
Aluminum Auto Engines (drained)        .10 
Aluminum Cylinder Heads         .10 
Sheet/Scrap Aluminum    .30     (%) 
Cast Aluminum     .30     (%) 
Auto Transmissions (drained)        .08 
Yellow Brass/Bronze    1.00     (%) 
Aluminum Auto Radiators    .30     .15 
Copper/Alum. Auto Radiators   .80     .25 
Copper/Brass Auto Radiators   1.00     .35 
Copper #1      2.00    
Copper #2      2.00 

Stainless Steel     .40 
Aluminum Insulated Wire        .05-.75 (%) 
Copper Insulated Wire        .05-.75 (%) 
Lead Solids      .25 
Lead Wheel Weights    .10     .15 
Auto Batteries          .15 
Aluminum Cans     1.59/per lb 
#1 Plastic      1.07/ per lb 
#2 Plastic      .60/ per lb 
CRV Glass      .106/ per lb    NO MILK JUGS PLEASE 
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What is intended within this 
page is information for recycling 
in your home. Websites, Email 
addresses, and other information 
have been checked out by the 
Tribal Environmental 
Department.  

Round Valley Indian Tribes does 
not endorse, promote or b enefit 
financially from any information 
that is posted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Round Valley Indian health 
Center  

Accepts your sharps in the 
Biohazard infectious waste 
container for free. Please dispose 
of these sharps correctly to avoid 
any infectious accidents to others. 
If you need a container go to the 
RV Indian Health Center for a new 
one.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pills are dangerous especially if 
they fall in the wrong hands or 
children get a hold of them, this 
can be fatal. Please take all of 
your old pills or any unknown and 
unused pills to the R.V. Indian 
Health Center they will accept 
and dispose of them correctly 
with no questions asked. For more 
information contact: (707) 983-
6181. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

¶ Juice boxes & drink 
boxes (no foil pouches) 

¶ Metal jar lids & steel 
bottle caps (loose) 

Items that are not recycled:  

¶ Plastic bags 

¶ Loose plastic caps and 
lids 

¶ Frozen food boxes & ice 
cream containers 

¶ Paper & Styrofoam to go 
containers 

¶ Paper & plastic cups 

¶ Plastic clamshell 
containers for berries, 
etc.. 

¶ Plastic microwave trays 
 

Hazardous Waste Hotline 
(707) 468-9704 

 
 
 
 
 
 

M&M Feed recycles batteries. 
Please place in a bag or a box 
depending on how many. No 

charge for disposal.  
 
 

REDUCE REUSE RECYCLE 
++++++++++++++++++++ 
Please remember to recycle this 
newsletter. If you donõt not want 
to keep them toss in your paper 
recycling. Thank you for helping 
reduce solid wastes in the ground.  

 
Any questions about items to be 
recycled, the internet is a great 
place to look or you ma y call RV 
Indian Tribes EPA and we will 

assist you with any information 
we can.  (707) 983 -6960  

 

Solid Waste Services 
(800) MY-GARBAGE 
www.solidwasteservices.net 
csr@solidwasteservices.net 
350 Franklin Ave. Willits, CA 
95490 or Refuse Road Site Covelo. 
1-30 Gallon Can $4.00 
22.50-Per Cubic Yard 
Motor Oil is free for first 20 
gallons a day. 
Refrigerators/Freezers $15.00 
Stove/Washers/Dryers $10. 
Tires depend on size $4.00-up 
Batteries free disposal 
Cell phones and batteries free 
Medals $10.00 a yard 
Electronics free 
Paint latex only limited amount 
PAPER AND CARDBOARD 

¶ White & Pastel Office 
Paper 

¶ Opened Mail 

¶ Magazine & Catalogs 

¶ Newspapers & Inserts 

¶ Corrugated Cardboard, 
Flattened 

¶ Paper bags 

¶ File Folders 

¶ Phonebooks 

¶ Paper Egg Cartons 

¶ Blueprints 

¶ Paperback Books 
CONTAINERS 

¶ Empty Screw-top plastic 
bottles, jugs & jars 

¶ Empty plastic tubs #1-7(No 
lids, no# 7 PLA 
compostables 

¶ Glass bottles & jars 
(remove lids) 

¶ Aluminum, steel & tin cans 
(Do not crush) 

¶ Clean, balled aluminum 
foil 2” or larger and pie 
pans 

¶ Paper milk & juice cartons 
(no caps) 

 

 

 

http://www.solidwasteservices.net/
mailto:csr@solidwasteservices.net

